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Disabled parking —~ 
inelfed of Ses 


Handicapped parking has become a problem 
for students and campus employees. To read 


~ PARKING 


Student population: 


: 40,000 


1,953 


with disabilities: 


238 


more about if, see page 2. 


General parking spots for students: 
AllT 


Parking spots for employees: 


Parking spots for students, faculty 
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‘IMMIGRATION 


CSU won’t 
question 
legal status 


CSUs maintain that 
immigration policy 
enforcement is a federal 
matter. 


By Michael Garcia - 
Staff Writer 


California State University Chan- 
cellor Timothy P. White declared in an 
open letter published Nov. 17 that CSU 
campuses will not cooperate with local, 
state or any federal department for the 
enforcement of federal immigration laws 
on campuses. ; 

“Our duty is to protect our students 
and enforce what we have coming down 
from the Chancellor’s office? Director of 
the Dream Success Center Rafael Topete 
said. “Our duty is not to enforce immi- 
gration [laws]. This is a federal law and 
should involve federal officers.” 

This policy is similar to sanctuary cit- 
ies, but the university cannot promise to 
declare itself as a “sanctuary” because the 
term does not have a solid legal definition 
and can be misleading. 

Sanctuary cities have laws or policies 
that protect undocumented immigrants 
and most prevent police from asking in- 
dividuals about their immigration status. 

Elizabeth Chapin, manager of public © 
affairs at the CSU Office of the Chan- 
cellor, said that there have not been any 
changes to immigration policies within 
the CSU and the use of the term “sanctu- 
ary” could lead to misplaced confidence 
among the school body. 

The letter states that CSUs will con- 
tinue to provide a safe and welcoming 
environment for all faculty, staff and stu- 


_ dents and reinforces that diversity and 


inclusivity are fundamental values of the 
CSU system. 

“Our university police departments 
will not honor immigration hold re- 
quests and our university police do not 
contact, detain, question or arrest indi- 
viduals solely on the basis of being - or 
suspected of being — a person [who] lacks 


‘ 


see SANCTUARY, page 2 


Forum focuses on future of Philippines 


Experts discuss Filipino 
political climate and 
the road to peace. 


By Chrystina Schwartz 
Staff Writer 


About 30 students, faculty and 
and Long Beach community mem- 
bers gathered Tuesday night to learn 
about the current political climate in 
the Philippines. 

The Let's Talk Peace forum, which 
took place in the Cal State Long 


Beach Anatol Center, focused on the 
Philippines’ long term struggle for 


_ independence and peace talks. 


Speaker Eric Tandoc explained 
that the purpose of the forum was to 
raise awareness about human rights 
and independence of the Philippines. 
He said that ever since the Philip- 
pines were sold by Spain in 1898 for 
$20 million to the United States, the 
country has undergone a neo-coloni- 
zation by the U.S.. 

“For the Philippines to assert in- 
dependence and finally have its own 
country that is economically, politi- 
cally, militarily, socially and cultur- 


ally independent, it would have a big 
impact on U.S. power in the Asian 
Pacific, Tandoc said. 


The forum sought to educate stu- 
dents about the Philippines’ history, 
from Spanish colonization to current 
issues which continue to stifle the 
country, such as widespread poverty 
and rampant government corruption. 

It started with a three-minute vid- 
eo on the background of the U.S’s 
acquisition of the Philippines, then 
explained the conflicts between the 
extremely impoverished working 
class peasants and the wealthy top 


1 percent that have plagued the is- 
lands. Tandoc explained that around 
fourteen families claim most of the 
wealth in the country. 

However, many Filipinos became 
politically active and have mobilized 
their own rebel militia groups against 
the funded army of the wealthy fami- 
lies and corrupt government. 

In 1969, the New People’s Army 
was founded as an armed rebel group 
of the Communist Party of the Phil- 
ippines to protect the working class 


see PEACE, page 3 


hate 


For the Philippines to assert 
independence and finally 
have its own country that 

is economically, politically, 
militarily, socially and 
culturally independent, it 


_would have a big impact 


on U.S. power in the Asian 


Pacific. 
99 


-Eric Tandoc, 
Speaker 


2 NEWS 


ACCESSIBILITY 


Disabled parking 


limited on campus 


Students and 


faculty have trouble. 


finding accessible 
parking spaces. 


By Caitlyn Mendoza 
Staff Writer 


Finding parking at Cal State 
Long Beach is typically an is- 
sue for most students and em- 
ployees, even with 4,777 gen- 
eral parking spots for students, 
1,953 spots for employees and 
238 disabled spots on campus. 

Such a small amount of 
handicapped spaces for a cam- 
pus with a student body of 
40,000 strong can cause prob- 
lems for those like Nathan Or- 
tez, who is in a walking boot 
after foot surgery. 

Ortez said he was given 
a handicap parking permit 
for the semester by CSULB 
Transportation and Parking 
Services, as well as an employ- 
ee pass to enter the employee 
parking lots in the event that 
general lots did not have ac- 
cessible spaces open. 

Ortez said he was looking 
for a disabled parking spot in 
early October and none were 
available. 

“All they told me that [my 
handicap pass] was- valid in 
employee lots and they gave 
me another employee pass so 


Must possess 


mands. 


personal Success. 


Join our team! 
The Daily 49er is hiring. 


I could get into the lots,” he 
said. “The told me [to] park 
in the employee lots, display 
your handicap permit and dis- 
play your white [placard] that 
they gave me.” 

With no disabled spaces 


available, Ortez decided to- 


park in a faculty spot as be- 
cause of the bottom of his 
permit it said: “permit valid 
in only em- 


ployee or 
general 6G 


ing. He showed all his evi- ~ 


dence and explained why he 


ended up parking in the fac- 


ulty spot, due to no handicap 
spaces being available that day. 
“IT heard back via email, 
[which said] ‘you've been shot 
down; and you're still being 

charged the $50,” Ortez said. 
However, he noticed that 
what they sent him didn't 
match his 


original ci- 


tation. 
spaces.” : : eA lee 
When he _ It’s not about being close fe aaa 
came back to something, I’ve parked [was, ]‘well 


to his car, 


Oe ee aie spot because if Ipark since You 
he saw a : | iG ‘t parked 
parking ci- ae EIS Nea a) enb trots eae in. facul- 
tation. for 10'S too small’or I cannot fy and net 
“no permit get out or I block the in handi- 
displayed.” person on my right side. cap spot, 
He said he that’s why 
was con- -Chris Karadjov, 99 we wrote 
fused and —Fournalism professor you the 
went to the ticket. Not 
office of” because of 


transportation and_ parking 
services to discuss this cita- 
tion issue and was directed by 
parking officials to go online 
and contest the citation. 

Ortez said he hoped it 
would be be just a misunder- 
standing and his. ticket would 
be cleared. 

However, his contest was re- 
jected due to lack of evidence. 
Ortez decided to clear up this 
issue with an admission hear- 


Daily 49er Advertising Account Executive 
The role of an account executive is to develop new advertising clients 
for the Daily 49er and maintain relationships with existing clients. This 
includes continuous contact to counsel existing clients on building a 
successful advertising campaign, growing relationships with new clients 
and working closely together with manager, cO- “executives, and graphic 
design team of the newspaper. 


* Outstanding communication and interpersonal abilities. 
* Great sense of sales and customer service. 
* Responsibly organized and flexible in order to meet customer de- 


* Capable of working as part of a team, and at the same time strive fok 


far away [before], I need 


because 


anything of you not having a 
permit [like the original],” he 
said. They totally sidestep the 
original citation and ended 
up emailing something about 
completely different” 

Not only are disabled stu- 
dents having parking issues, 
but faculty as well. 

Journalism professor Chris 
Karadjov is one of the faculty 
members who struggles with 
this daily. Karadjov uses a 


Editors 


wheelchair and not only needs 
a disabled parking spot, but 
one with enough room to un- 
load his chair out of his van. 

“It’s not about being close 
to something, I’ve parked far 
away [before], I need the spot 
because if I park in a regular 
parking spot, it’s too small or 
I cannot get out or I block the 
person on my right side,” he 
said. “[Then I’m] left with an- 
gry notes saying they can't get 
into their driver side. 

He said it can take up al- 
most 30 minutes to find a dis- 
abled spot that is suitable. 

Karadjov admitted that 
parking has gotten better over 
the years, but-he said there is 
still a lot of work that can be 
done. He believes there are 
different ways to approach this 
problem and solve it. 

“The better approach for 
this situation is to talk, to see 
how many people need this 
specific 

type of parking, have a sur- 
vey, make contacts to the indi- 
vidual and maybe spend some 
time individualizing — come 
up with some ideas with some 


_arrangements that is more to 


the needs,” Karadjov said. 
He also believes that follow- 
ing state codes is not going to 


‘solve the problem of creating 


enough handicapped spaces 
for everyone, paying attention 
and seeking what is actually 
needed will. 


_ completed application* 
to Micayla Vermeeren by 
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. continued from page | 


documentation,’ White said in the letter. . 

Cal State Long Beach President Jane Close Gonoley said 
that CSULB is a strong supporter of the chancellor’s nation- 
wide principles and General Order 55. 

President Conoley announced General Order 55, which 
instructs CSULB police on how to deal with detained un- 
documented individuals, in May. 

“Since the summertime, we've adopted a policy forbid- 
ding police from conducting with ICE” Conoley said. “We 
will protect information on DACA students. Students will 
neyer be hassled on tHeir citizenship status and we are not 
welcoming ICE on our campus.” 

“We're going to work with all students regardless of docu- 
mentation;’ Topete said. “We are supportive of our students 
and we are not going to cooperate with [CE in terms of re- 
inforcement.’ 

Conoley said that it was important to have this message 
sent out because some students were left with anxiety after 
the election. 

“Some people are really excited while others are very wor- 
ried. We want to inform the administration about the ben- 
efits of students on DACA status and that our pathway will 
be to create a safe and secure campus for all of our students” 

Conoley said that she will continue to advocate on the 
federal level to lobby support for a reasonable immigration 
law. 

California university leaders sent a letter signed by more 
than 350 college presidents from across the United States 
on Tuesday asking President-elect Donald Trump to allow 
DACA students to continue their education without the risk 


‘of deportation. 


“Our duty is to protect our students and enforce what we 

have coming down from the chancellor's office? Topete said. 
“Our duty is not to enforce immigration [laws]. This is a fed- 
eral law and should involve federal officers” 

There is also the possibility of federal funding being cut to 
CSU campuses acting as sanctuaries. According to a CNN 
Money article, “Sanctuary cities risk billions in defiance of 
Trump,’ sanctuary cities like Chicago, Los Angeles and New 
York could get their funding cut as part of Trump’s immi- 
gration plan. If he would extend this policy to university's, 

“Its always a threat and there are a lot of funds to lose,” 
Topete said. “Even if half of our students are on Pell Grants 
that’s 15,000 students and the average Pell Grant is about 
$5,000 - that’s a lot of money to lose” 

Other programs that risk losing federal funding include 
Student Support Services which help low-income, first gen- 
eration to college and students with disabilities. The pro- 


gram receives about $1 million a year in federal funding. 
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ASI 


NEWS 3 


Q&A with student government leaders 


ASI President and Vice 
President reflect on 

the progress made this 
semester. 


By Amber Costa 
Staff Writer 


As the semester comes to an end, 
Associated Students, Inc. President 
Marvin Flores and Vice President Lo- 
gan Vournas are reflecting back on the 
accomplishments made this semester. 
While looking at what they have done, 
they also look forward to what they still 
plan to do next semester. 

Flores and Vournas took time to sit 
down and discuss what is still left to do 
for the rest of their term. 


What goals have you achieved so far 
this semester? 

Vournas: For me, the biggest thing I 
was able to accomplish was the open- 
ing of the [ASI Beach Pantry] and all 
the work that went into that. One of 
Marvin and mine's goals this year was 
to rebuild not only the relationship 
with ASI and: the university, but more 
so ASI and our students. This entire se- 
mester, we worked really hard on trying 
to make ASI more representative for all 
our students. We're trying to lead ASI in 
a more social justice-oriented position 
and more heavily working in solidarity 
with all our student organizations. 


How exactly have you connected more 
with students and organizations? 

Flores: By going out to talk to them 
face to face. I think Logan has been a 
big advocate. We both went out and 
talked to them and asked them: “What 
do you need?” I know with previous 
years, it’s always one of our goals for 
students to know we're here for them. 
When we talk to them, we understand 
better what their needs and what they 
want instead of us assuming what is 
best for them. : 


How has the process been for the Food 
Bank and Swap Shop to get them ‘up 
and running? 

Vournas: It started about year - we 
built a relationship with Food Finders. 
We met up with them last summer and 
we were able to get all the information 
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ASI President Marvin Flores, left, and Vice President Logan Vournas discuss campus wide issues at a debate 


during spring 2016. 


to make our food pantry better. The 


-hardest part was finding a place for it. 


This previous summer is when a lot of it 
went into work. It was just a lot of work, 
it is creating a new entire program from 
scratch. Right now, the hardest thing is 
sustaining it for students. We are always 
trying to expand it so we should have a 
fridge by next semester, so we can have 
produce too. 


What have you not been able to ac- 
complish this semester? 

Vournas: Something I have been 
working on that I am hoping to carry 
over next semester is the Queer Student 
Success Initiative. On our campus, -we 
have initiatives like Men Success Ini- 
tiative for Men of Color [and] Asian 
Pacific Islander, but we don't really have 
anything specifically for queer students. 
Something I was really proud that we 
accomplished, that I want to further 
next semester, [was being]able to get 
a lot of gender-inclusive facilities on 
campus. For instance, in the Recreation 
Center we converted two single shower 
locker room spaces that were original- 


ly one male and one female into two - 


gender-inclusive facilities, so that any- 
one — regardless of gender orientation 
- would be able to use it. Something I 


country. 


= 


The biggest thing I want 
to do is help. I want 

to make sure when I 
leave, that we leave the 
university better than 
when we started. We want 
to make sure that the 
students know that they 
are supported and that we 
tried to do everything we 
could to make this campus 


better. 
-Logan Vournas, 99 


- ASI Vice President Gr at 


want to try to work on next semester 
is opening up a multi stall gender-in- 
clusive bathroom stall on the campus. 
I have worked really closely with Mary 
Stevens, the vice president of finance for 
the university, and the facility manage- 
ment on converting all the single stalls 
into gender-inclusive facilities. 

Flores: One of the goals I am continu- 
ing next semester is to put a freeze on 


tuition. To be able to go out and work 


PEACE 


continued from page | 


people’s interests. Although the U.S. and - 


European Union have Classified them as 
a terrorist group, the government of the 
Philippines has now delisted them as a 
terrorist group in effort to reignite peace 
talks throughout the region. 

Tandoc emphasised that the NPA is not 
a terrorist organization or a rebel group, 
but can be seen as a second government 
to the Philippines. It provides schools 
for children, enforces taxes on all lev- 
els of government officials and work to 
unite the working class people for a better 


Foreign businesses have taken advan- 


tage of the Philippines’ many resources, 


which has resulted in destroyed environ- 
ments and forceful relocation of indige- 
nous people. 

The U.S. military bases are unpopular 
among indigenous people because they 
also damage ocean environment while 
callously using the country for strategic 
military purposes because of it’s location 
in the-South China Sea. 

At the end of the discussion, there was 
a short Q&A as Tandoc began to wrap up 
the meeting, which went over time. Six 
people gathered in the front of the podi- 
um to sing a popular Filipino revolution- 
ary song, “When the War is Over.” 


with a variety of organization on cam- 
pus and through the state to make sure 
we are not alone in this fight because in 
the end it will affect all of us. We want to 
make sure everybody understand that 
this is not something we are okay with. 


What are your plans for next semes- 
ter? 


Vournas: Part of the plans for next © 


semester are fighting potential increase, 
urging our university to invest respon- 
sibly. We want to work on getting park- 
ing sensors. So with the new license 
recognition software, a future step is 
having sensor on the structure so you 
know if the structure is full or not. 


What are you doing in terms of the 
proposed tuition hike? 

Vournas: They moved the vote for 
the tuition increase from January to 
March. There is a CSU Board of Trust- 
ees meeting in January and in March. 
So, what ASI is doing is trying to work 
really close with California Faculty 
Association and Students for Quality 
Education to help mobilize our student 
body. The biggest impact we have seen 
is the power of protest and the power of 
democracy in the streets and having the 


ability to raise your own voice. We want 


to help mobilize and bring students to 
that meeting. So we are working with 
the CFA so we can [shuttle] students 
from the university to the CSU BOT 
meeting. As well, our Lobby Corps is 
going to be phone banking. 


With the recent election results, what 
is ASI doing to calm concerns on cam- 
pus regarding racism, sexism, xeno- 
phobia, etc? 

Vournas: Something we did follow- 
ing the election, we brought out giant 
poster boards and white boards. We 
wrote on these poster boards “how 
are you doing,’ “what are you think- 
ing” and “what are you grateful for” 
just so students can have that outlook 
because a lot of times you don't really 
know what to say. We saw hundreds of 
students throughout the day come cry 
with us, write on their board with us; 
we had snacks and we had places for 
people to color. Now we are working on 
writing a resolution with the ASI Sen- 
ate to make CSULB a sanctuary campus 


‘for undocumented students as well as 


making a stand regarding everything 
our president-elect stands for to our 
student body. It is frightening, our stu- 
dents have been threatened and I have 
been threatened. It is important for us 
to stay strong. I do believe we need time 
to mourn, and after we take our time to 


mourn it is then time to mobilize. 


What kind of legacy do you hope to 
leave? 

Vournas: The biggest thing I want to 
do is help. I want to make sure when I 
leave, that we leave the university better 
than when we started. We want to make 
sure that the students know that they 
are supported and that we tried to do 
everything we could to make this cam- 
pus better. 

Flores: We are in here doing emails, 
helping students and hearing their 
concerns. But we are out there try- 
ing to meet students to see what they 
want from us. Last year we saw a lot 
of students didn’t have a lot of faith in 
ASI, and we both see that this is a very 


“empowering experience that we get a 


chance to meet with administrative and 
being the voice of students. Being able 
to say that we are here for our students 
no matter what and support everyone — 
as much as possible. If there are con- 
cerns, we can hear them so we can voice 
them to the university to resolve them. 


Trang Le | Daily 49er 


Students discuss the Philippines’ long term struggle for independence at The Let’s Talk Peace forum in the 
Cal State Long Beach Center Anatol Center Nov. 29. 


prevention of HIV through safer 


see AIDS, page 5 
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ter Heidi Girling said. “This includes ha: 


Students filled out personal, inspirational fliers at the 2014 World AIDS Day Fair on campus. 


sex and other mechanisms, such as 
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time of services. The offer cansot he combined with any other 
discounts of insurance, 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
_other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 
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ARTS & LIFE § 


Don’t break down, breakdance 


CSULB club hosts 
annual breakdance 
competition. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


We can all picture the scene: hyped 
yells and thrilled jumps as dancers 
go back and forth one-upping each 
other. It’s been a common trope in 
movies like “You Got Served,” the 
“Step Up” franchise and “Stomp the 

- Yard.” It even shows up in comedies 
like “White Chicks” and “Kickin it 
Old Skool” 

Well, the opportunity has come 
to witness one of these contests first 
hand at the Rock the Beach event at 
Cal State Long Beach. Saturday in 
the East Gym from 2-9 p.m., numer- 
ous dancers of different skill levels 
and styles will go head-to-head. 

CSULB Breakers are hosting the 
event that welcomes dancers from 
both near and far. They are one of 
the-campus’ many imaginative club 
sports teams. Their mission is to 
promote hip hop and its history, 
connect with the dance community 
and develop a positive environment 
for the growth of the next generation 
of “B-boys” and “B-girls.” 

The Breakers, founded in 2005, 
has been a growing club on cam- 


~ 


AIDS 


continued from page 4 


NOT RETRO, JUST WRONG”. 

First, the National AIDS Trust 
urges people to challenge HIV stig- 
ma on social media by sharing a 


funhy or embarrassing story ‘from 
the 80’s or 90’s to show that although 
some retro styles have come back 
into fashion HIV stigma should be 
left in the past. 


CSULB Breakers co-president Nico Castro plants a hand stand on a crowded dance floor, as a circle forms around him. 


pus that invites both students and 
non-students to come learn hip hop 
dance moves with one-on-one in- 
struction. 

However, first timers who go to 
Rock the Beach on Dec. 3 will want 
to just sit back and watch as the 


‘competition heats up. There will 


be a two-on-two new/intermediate 


Second, people are urged to take 
a stand against HIV stigma in their 
daily life by sharing the #HIVNo- 
tRetro campaign at work, school, 
with friends and family. 

Lastly, people are urged to wear 
red and/or a red ribbon on Dec. | to 
show support and solidarity to the 
people living with HIV and AIDS. 

According to WorldAIDSDay.org, 
people do not know the facts about 
how to efficiently protect themselves 
because they rely on the mainstream 
media’s antiquated view of the vi- 


contest for dancers who have a max- 
imum of three years experience, but 
the main event will be the full crew 
vs crew (4-10 members) competition 
where winner will be taking home 
a $500 prize. It’s basically the final 
scene of every “Step Up” film ever 
made. : 


That kind of high-energy drama 


rus. WorldAIDSDay.org states that 
the stigma and discrimination that 
remains from the 80’s outbreak ef- 
fects both people who have HIV and 
AIDS, as well as the general public. 
“World AIDS Day is important be- 
cause it reminds the public and Gov- 
ernment that HIV has not gone away 
— there is still a vital need to raise 
money, increase awareness, fight 
prejudice and improve education, 
the 2016 National AIDS Trust said. 
According to WorldAidsDay.org, 
being diagnosed with HIV today 


TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS 


Programs Offered By: 
California State University Long Beach 
Continuing and Professional Education 
562-985-5561 « www.ccpe.csulb.edu 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 

great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 

fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 

degrees and years of classroom experience. This is the basis. 
for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 


$280-$470 (Materials Included) 
~ REPEAT FOR FREE 


BTPS TESTING 
800-426-2769 « www.btpstesting.com 


doesn't come for free, though. Gen- 
eral admission for Rock the Beach is 


_ $10, $5 for CSULB students and $3 


for children ages three to nine. 

The competition is complete with 
clothing and venue vendors, a judges 
table and two DJs. A total of 16 crews 


will battle tournament-style until the . 


best crew of the day is deemed win- 


means something completely dif- - 


ferent than it did 20 years ago. Even 
though HIV is no longer a death sen- 
tence, people's attitudes toward HIV 
makes the lives of people living with 
the disease difficult. 

Free and confidential HIV test- 
ing services are offered on a walk-in 
basis Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. as well as partner 
counseling and referral services at 
the HIV Care and Coordination 
Clinic in Long Beach. For more in- 
formation, call 562-570-4315. 


GOT AN OPINION? 


OPEDD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


Courtesy of Facebook 


ner of the cash prize. 

For those who want to be able 
to compete in next year’s contest, 
the CSULB Breakers has beginners 
classes Monday 7-8 p.m. in Kinesi- 
ology 93, intermediate classes Friday 
6-7 p.m. in the East Gym and open 
sessions Monday and Wednesday at 
8-9:45 p.m. and Friday 7-9 p.m. 


FAST FACTS eS 
WORLD AIDS DAY 


« The HIV van will be on campus to 
offer testing on Dec. 1 
¢ Contact the Health Resource 
Center to make an appointment 

_ for free STD testing or for more 
information at (562) 985-4609 
* Students can get free condoms 
at the following locations: USU, 
SRWC, SSPA-024 and 25 
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The Fewish-Muslim alles 


The two religious 
groups have come 


together during times 
of hardship. — 


By Jorge Paniagua 
Opinions Editor 


0 global crisis embod- 

ies the difficult rela- 

tions Muslim and Jew- 

ish people share more 

than the Israeli-Pales- 

tinian conflict. Deeming the conflict a 
non-religious one would be a mistake. 

With nearly the entire Palestinian 

population following Islam and Israel 

_ continuously being regarded as a “Jew- 

ish” state — the two countries are fight- 

ing for more than just land, but a right to 

exist in this holy region. 


With Israel slowly engulfing the Pales- 


tinian territories through obvious occu- 
pation and force, it seems as though both 
Muslims and Jews, although frequently 
targeted and discriminated against in 
countries like the U.S., were having dif- 
ficulty coming to terms with one‘another 
as a result of this ardent Middle Eastern 
conflict. 

For decades, whenever the two reli- 
gious groups came together — whether 
in conversation or protest — it usually 
involved the Israeli-Arab conflict. 

Yet, hate crimes committed toward 
members of both religions motivated by 
a surge in white nationalism, anti-Semi- 
tism and Islamophobia following Donald 
Trump’ ascent to presidency, have unit- 
ed the two religious communities. 

Yet, Muslim and Jewish allegiance is 
not exclusive to the U.S. — overseas, uni- 
ty is becoming widespread as Israel cur- 
rently deals with over a dozen wildfires 
officials are having trouble extinguishing. 

The current fires that spread across Is- 
rael’s third-largest city, Haifa along with 
more than a dozen other fires around the 
country, have showcased Arab-Israeli 
solidarity. 

A great deal of Israeli citizens have re- 
ceived aid from their Palestinian neigh- 
bors — whether through the help of 
extinguishing fires or helping Israeli’s get 
back on their feet after losing their homes. 

Its a curious and inspiring occur- 
rence: American Jews and Muslims have 
become united by politics while Palestin- 


ian Arabs are leaving politics behind to 


help the Israeli people. 
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The al-Asqa mosque, the third holiest site in Islam, sits on the holiest site in Judaism, The Temple Mount. Both structures can be found in the Old City of 
Jerusalem. The site is of religious significance for both Palestinian Arabs and Israeli people. 


Islamophobia/Anti-Semitism in the 
US. 

Over the past several days, three Cal- 
ifornia mosques, including. the Long 
Beach Islamic Center, received photo- 
copies of the same handwritten letter 
deeming Muslims “vile? “evil” and “the 
Children of Satan? Furthermore, the 
letters threatened that Trump would 
“cleanse America” of Muslims during his 
presidency. 

The Islamophobic letters are merely 
one example of a plethora of hate crimes 
committed toward Muslims across the 
nation since Trump became the coun- 
try’s president-elect. 

Since the election, there has been an 

increase in the number of hate crimes re- 
ported against immigrants and people of 
color — particularly Muslim-Americans, 
according to the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. 
Following the events of 9/11 and the 
rise of extremist terrorist attacks across 
the world, Muslims have been profusely 
discriminated against. Trump's hateful 
rhetoric toward members of the religion 
merely worsened the situation. 

However, with Trump’ rise to pow- 


Editorial Office 
Phone (562) 985-8000 
Fax (562) 985-7994 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., LA4-201 
Long Beach, CA 


er not only came a rise in Islamophobic 
sentiment but also white nationalism — 
the kind influenced by Nazism. 


A report released Tuesday by the 


Southern Poverty Law Center found that 
there have been 100 cases of anti-Semi- 
tism in the 10 days following the elec- 
tion of Donald Trump. Many of these 
incidents involved vandalism incidents 
of swastikas — some spray-painted on 
synagogues. 

A great deal of Muslims and Jews are 
struggling to feel welcome, oreven safe, in 
a nation whose constitution protects and 
encourages religious freedom. With that 
said, these arduous times have brought. 
the two together in a heartening way. 

According to Israel’s oldest daily 
newspaper, Haaretz, the “American Jew- 
ish Committee and the Islamic Society of 
North America recently teamed up for a 
new group leading Jewish and Muslim 
Americans: The Muslim-Jewish Adviso- 
ry Council? 

The new council was formed less than 
a week after Trump's win and according 
to the AJC press release, the new group 
“brings together recognized business, 
political and religious leaders in the Jew- 
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ish and Muslim American communities 
to jointly advocate on issues of common 
concern.” 

It seems'as though the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian conflict is beginning to lose its 
influence on how American Jews and 
American Muslims build relationships. 
The two groups share important con- 
cerns about disenfranchisement, dis- 
crimination and threats of violence — 
and are coming together to fight against 
intolerance. 


Israeli and Palestinian Cooperation 

Cooperation between Muslims and 
Jews has also been evident in the region 
where tensions between the two major 
religious groups began — Israel and the 
Palestinian territories. 

Israel is currently dealing with ram- 
pant fires throughout the nation caused 
by arson. So far, hundreds of Israeli 
homes and businesses have succumbed 
to the flames — leaving many Israeli citi- 
zens homeless and struggling financially. 

Yet, the unfortunate events in Israel 
haye incited acts of compassion and 


- help from their Palestinian neighbors 


— an unusual yet extremely support- 
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ive occurrence. 

According to a New York Times arti- 
cle titled, “Amid Flames and Suspicions 
in Israel, Acts of Jewish-Arab Cooper- 
ation” by writer Isabel Kershner, “Arab 
members of the Israeli Parliament of- 
fered their homes to Jewish evacuees 
from fire-affected areas; local Arab com- 
munity centers and restaurants opened 
their doors to those fleeing the flames: 
The gestures exposed the contradictions 
that run through the fragile patchwork of 
Israeli-Palestinian coexistence.” 

Furthermore, Prime Minister of Israel 
Benjamin Netanyahu thanked the Pal- 
estinian President Mahmoud Abbas for 
sending fire trucks and aid to fight the 
ongoing wildfires. 

Muslims and Jews are uniting to help 
one another through difficult situations 
whether dealing with dangerous political 
environments like the one Trump has 
created or unfortunate acts of terrorism 
which threaten both parties. 

« Its time to embrace this unity between 
the two religions — although the road to 
a peaceful resolution for the Israeli-Pal- 
estinian conflict is long and rather tu- 
multuous, baby steps are key. 
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The wreckage of a LaMia airlines charter plane carrying members of the Chapecoense Real football team is seen on Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2016 after it crashed in the mountains of Cerro Gordo, Colom- 
bia. At least 75 people on board were killed; officials said six survived. 


FIFA. 


By Chris Kraul 


Los Angeles Times 


BOGOTA, Colombia — The soc- 
cer world Tuesday mourned. the 
deaths of almost all the members of 
Brazil’s Chapecoense _ professional 
team in an airplane crash near Me- 
dellin, Colombia, that killed at least 
75 people. 

The Bolivia-based LaMia airline 
charter flight with 72 passengers and 
nine crew members on board crashed 
at about 10 p.m. local time Monday as 
it was preparing to land at Jose Maria 
Cordova International Airport in Ri- 
onégro, a Medellin suburb. 

Among the dead were 19 of the 
22 Chapecoense team members. 
Defenders Alan Ruschel and Helio 
Zampier, known as “Neto,” and goal- 
ie Jackson Follmann reportedly were 
listed in critical condition at local 
hospitals. 

“This is a very, very sad day for 
football” Gianni Infantino, president 
of world soccer’s governing body 
FIFA, said in a statement. “We are 
so sorry to hear about the airplane 
crash in Colombia, it is shocking and 
tragic news. At this difficult time our 
thoughts are with the victims, their 
families and friends” 

The soccer star known as Neymar, 
of Brazil's national team, said over 
social media that he was in a state of 
disbelief. 

“Cannot believe this tragedy, 
impossible. to believe it happened, 
impossible to believe that the plane 
crashed, impossible to believe that 
athletes, humans were on that plane, 
impossible to believe that these peo- 
ple left their families. .. Today the 


world mourns, but the sky is happy to _ 


receive Champions.” 

The team, hailing from Chapeco 
in Santa Caterina state, was sched- 
uled to arrive in Colombia to play 
this week in the Copa Sudamericana 
tournament against Medellin’s Atleti- 
co Nacional squad. 

The Brazilian players were a long- 
shot Cinderella team that put togeth- 
er a winning season despite meager 
resources and facilities. During the 
all-day travel Monday, several players 
in ebullient spirits sent videos to fans 
over social media. 

There were conflicting media re- 
ports about what might have caused 
the crash of the four-engine British 
Aerospace 146 jet. On approach, the 
pilot reportedly informed the Cordo- 
va airport control tower of electrical 
problems. Poor weather conditions 
may also have been a factor or pos- 
sibly a fuel shortage, according to an 
official interviewed on national tele- 
vision. 

Local press photos of the crash 
scene indicated .that the aircraft 
plowed through a forested area but 
that it did not explode or catch fire. 


Hampered by heavy rain; fog and” 


poor roads, rescuers reported dif- 
ficulties in reaching the crash site 
in the La Union township about 10 
miles from the Cordova airport. 
More than 150 rescuers managed to 
reach the scene and within hours take 
six survivors to nearby hospitals in La 
Ceja and Rionegro. _ 

Local media reported recovery of 
the aircraft's so-called black boxes, 
which may provide clues to the di- 
saster. 

Colombian President Juan Manuel 
Santos addressed the nation Tuesday 
morning to express condolences to 
the family and friends of those on 


the flight that crashed Monday night, 
promising that a team of the coun- 
try’s best investigators would work to 
expeditiously identify the victims and 
deliver their bodies to loved ones. 

At a news conference in Bogota, 
the Colombian National Director 
of Legal Medicine Carlos Eduardo 
Valdes said his agency had issued an 
appeal to family members of the vic- 
tims in Brazil and Bolivia to provide 
fingerprint and dental records to help 
identify the bodies. The Brazilian air 
force was organizing a flight to bring 
relatives to Medellin to help with IDs, 
he said. 

The team left Sao Paulo on Mon- 
day morning and stopped over in 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, before continu- 
ing toward Medellin. There were con- 
flicting news reports as to whether 
the team boarded the doomed LaMia 
aircraft in Brazil or after changing air- 
planes in Bolivia. 

Chapecoense player Alejandro 
Martinuccio stayed home because of 
an injury. 

“T feel profound sadness; he said, 
according to The Associated Press. 
“The only thing I can ask is prayers 
for the companions who were on the 
flight? 

Among the passengers were 22 
members .of news media. Fox TV 
reportedly sent a crew of six‘on the 
plane to cover the final matches; and 
the O Globo news organization based 
in Rio de Janeiro had three staffers 


‘on the flight. None survived: Several 


family members of players were also 
reported on the flight. 

Other survivors included flight 
attendant Ximena Suarez, radio 
newsman Rafael Henzel and aircraft 
technician Erwin Tumiri, all in stable 
condition, AP reported. 


Plane carrying Brazilian soccer team crashes 


Imago | Zuma Press 
Plane carrying a Brazilian 
soccer team crashes, killing 
dozens 


Source: AP 
Graphic: Staff, TNS 
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No. 4 Kansas routs 49ers, 91-61 


Long Beach State 
men’s basketball team 
loses eighth consecutive 
game. : 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


Facing another top-ranked op- 
ponent, the Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team lost to No. 4 Kansas 
91-61 Tuesday at the Allen Field- 
house in Lawrence, Kansas. 

The loss is something most teams 
in the country have faced as Kansas 
is currently on a 45-game winning 
streak at home which is the longest 
active streak in the country. . 

From the opening tip-off, LBSU 
(1-8) kept the game close, only trail- 
ing the Jayhawks (6-1) 18-13 mid- 
way through the first half. 

From there, Kansas’ freshman 
guard Lagerald Vick put on a show 
in front of a packed arena. The 
freshman scored a career-high 23 
points while going a perfect 9-of-9 
from the floor. 

It was that kind of night for the 
49ers, as they were outrebounded 
45-28. Those extra possessions led 
to the Jayhawks shooting 53.8 per- 
cent from behind the three-point 
line. 

’ In the first half, LBSU was out- 
scored in the paint 18-6. LBSU was 
outmuscled to rebounds and no 
49er had more than four rebounds. 

Kansas started to pull away in the 
second half and pushed its lead to 
30 or more for a majority of the sec- 
ond half. 


DATE MATCH 
12/07 Pepperdine 
12/10 ‘Texas 

12/16 Oregon State 
12/19 The Master's 
12/22 ~ Colorado St. 


12/29 — Eastern Michigan 
01/04 UC Irvine 

01/07 UCRiverside 
or/11 CSUN 

01 M4 Hawai'i 


JUSTIN BIBBINS 
13 POINTS, 5 ASSISTS 


GABE LEVIN 
11 POINTS, 4 REBOUNDS 


Along with Vick, junior guard Svi_. 


Mylailiuk had 14 points and fresh- 
man guard Josh Jackson and junior 
guard Devonte’ Graham had 12 
points respectively. 


LBSU will now look for its first’ 


road win of the season when they 
head-to Las Cruces, Néw Mexico to 
take on New Mexico Saturday. The 


team will then have its first home ; 


game Pepperdine Nov. 7. 


LOCATION TIME 


Walter Pyramid 7 p.m. 
Austin 

Portland 
Walter Pyramid 


Walter Pyramid 


Ypsilanti, Ml = 7 p.m. 
Irvine ] p.m. 
- Walter Pyramid 4 p.m. 


Walter Pyramid 7 p.m. 


Honolulu 


gt 
NTs 


Benjamin Hammerton | File Photo 


Long Beach State men’s basketball team lost to No. 5 Kansas, 91-61 Tuesday in Lawrence, Kansas. The loss is the eighth 
consecutive for LBSU. j 


DATE 

01/19 
01/21 
01/26 


02/01 


02/04 


02/09 
02/11 
02/16 
02/18 


02/23 


MATCH 


UCSB 

Cal Poly 
(SUF 
CSUN 

UC Irvine 
UCR 
(SUF 

UC Davis 
UCSB 


Cal Poly 


Northridge 


LOCATION TIME 


Walter Pyramid 7 p.m. 


San Luis Obispo 


Walter Pyramid 


Walter Pyramid 
Riverside 


Fullerton 


Walter Pyramid 7 p.m. 
Santa Barbara 4 p.m. 


Walter Pryamid 7 p.m. 


DATE MATCH LOCATION TIME 


02/25 UCDavis Davis 7 p.m. 


02/25 Hawai'i Walter Pyramid 3 p.m. 


NEXT UP: 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


New Mexico State 
Saturday, 6 p.m. on ESPN 3° 


Las Cruces 


